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will greet Dordt students
next fall.
The students
will also note a new
focal point on Dordt's campus.
New
streets and landscape will focus all
campus 'activity
around
a plot
of
ground located nor-theast of the -MusicAdministration
building and south of
the new dining hall.
Eight teachers will join the present
faculty of twelve.
The English departrnent will have two new teachers.
The departments
to receive one added
instructor each are "Bible, history, education, physical education,
and music.
Two new
instructors
have
already
accepted, and prospects for filling other vacancies look very good, according to Rev. B. J. Haan, 'president of
Dordt.
Dr. Russell
Maatman,
who
will teach chemistry
next Iall, has
taught for the last five years at the
University
of Mississippi.
He has
directed four men in gaining doctorates, and six in gaining master's degrees in science. Mr. James Veltkamp
will join the education department
at
Dordt.
He has his masters
in edu-
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addition to many years of
experience
on the elemenhigh school level.
He is
working on his doctorate.

Dard t's campus now includes a main
building
containing
classrooms,
library, auditorium,
biology, chemistry,
and
physics
Iaboratorles,
student
lounge, and dining hall. There is also
the newly completed
Music-Admin istration "building and heating unit.
Next fall both a new co-ed dormitory, housing one hundred sixty students, and a new dining hall or commons will be included in the campus
layout.
'The dormitory
will be the
residence
of eighty girls and eighty
boys.
It will
have suites of two
rooms, with .a bath separating
the
rooms.
There will be two students
to a room and four students
to a
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suite.
The two housing dorms, College Hall end College Manor, now
being 'Used, will continue in use.
The new dining hall will be located near the dormitories.
Rev. Haan
said the dining hall will be very attractive and will accommodate
from
four hundred to five hundred students.
The -buard
tentatively
plans
to
make the present dining hall into a
student
lounge and the present student
lounge
into a reading
room.
The periodicals which are now in the
library will be moved into the reading room.
In addition to the present chemistry laboratory,
another chemistry lab
will be provided
in the main classroom building.
Rev. Haan stated, "The administration has other developments
planned
which have not yet been made final."

Mr. Dale GI'otenhui3 Directs the Dordt Male Chorus
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Editorial
Note: Cynthia Nibbelink, the editor, is a sophomore from
Orange City, Iowa.
This issue of the Diamond is a promotional issue, which literally means that we are moving something forward. There will be
no doubt HS to what we are moving forward. You may be smiling
to yourself, thinking; propaganda, and enjoying your own witticisms.
Nsvertheless, we intend to make you more aware of the "cause
of Dordt College." As high school and college students, you must
be made aware because you, we, are the reason for Dordt College.
When Dordt College was established: some eight years ago, the
intention of the, constituency was to erect a college for Christian
young people who want to learn under distinctivclv Christian and
significantly cultural influence. And Dordt College is becoming
what she was purposed to be.
Our College does not purport to have the best educational facilities, the best academic set-up, the best college culture in the
United States. She does not claim the cream-of-the-crop intelligentsia. But what she has done in eight years is. exceptional.
I overheard 'an accreditation agent remark in the hall one day
that '(Compared to other young colleges, Dordt's progress is amazing." Hearing this, we do not pat our own backs and cheer for
our bold play; we do, however, cheer our purpose.
We have said that as students we are the reason for Dordt
College. But really we are secondary, God is the primary Reason
that we have a college-and His glory is the chief end of young
people educated to live and witness in a world of problem and sin.
Dordt College, remember, does not exist for the sake of the
president; he is for the sake of the College. Nor does Dordt exist
for the sake of the faculty, But Dordt exists for you, who will
learn to be the best scientists. or musicians or pastors or teachers
that you can be.
And as the best that you can be, you are not an end in vourself, but, showing the humility and obedience of Christ, you are a
medium through which God is glorified.
-Cynthia NiblJe'1ink

-Greta

Vander Ziel

Note: Greta is a sophomore from
Edgerton. Minnesota. She is also
active in SWIM.
At this time of year one wonders
about
the religious
atmosphere
of
Dordt College.
The chapels
seem
boring; one seems "too busy" to read
end study the Bible; one has the feeling that he can do little wrong at
Dcrdt College.
But soon one realizes
that he is guilty of apathy:
knows
that he has only been conforming to
the customs end rules.
Then someone gets the idea--why
don't we have a special Bible study
group or mission club?
Why is the
Pre-Sem Club for 'pre-sems onlv? How
can Rev. Haan and Dean Ribbens
talk about the excellent religious atmosphere
at
Dordt College
when
there are no special
Bible study
groups or mission clubs?
As one continues to think along these
lines, one realizes that a special Bible
study group or mission club does not
necessarily
change apathy
to enthustesm: routine meetings
can become
a pattern
of conformity
also.
But,
basically, it is the person's attitude
toward God, chapel. and his own devotions that will determine
his person.al relationship
with God.
'Furthermore,
one realizes
that a
special
extra-curricular
Bible
study
group or mission club is not a necessity at Dordt, for each student is a
Bible student, each student is a missionary,
and
each
student
serves
Christ as prophet,
priest. and king.
Or in other words, all of us belong
to the Bible study group or mission
club of the Dordt College student
body.
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COMING EVENTS

I

;

Feb. 8-B.B.-Freeman_HulI
.~
Feb. II-B.B.-Worthington_A.
~
; Feb. 14. 15. 16-Jr. College B.B. ;
Tourney
i Feb. 18-B.B.-N.B.T. College-H. i
t Feb. 22-B.B.-Northwestern
"B" ;;

t

!

t

-A.

l'I

~ Mar.

8-Travelogue-"Holiday
it
in Holland"
••
; Mar. 14 and IS-Fine
Arts Program
t Mar. IS-Community
Concert
Mar. 21 and 22-Play
•
+ Mar. 29-Travelogue
"Sweden. ~
t
Year·Around'"
!
April I-Community
Concert
.!
!April 2-13-Choir Tour
.
~ April 5, 2 P.M.-Spring
Vacation' ~
!
begins·,
t
April 16, 7:35 A.M.-Classes re- -;!
+
sume
~
April 18 and 19-Band
and Male';
+
Chorus Program
t May 3-Choir Festival
~May 22-28-Final Exams
..
~

i

!
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i
!
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THE ROLE OF CLUBS

-Jane

Buteyn

-Marj

"Noteworthy" discusses music and
other art forms.
Mari and Jane
are sophomores.
Marj is from
Woden, te.. Jane. from Sanborn,
Iowa.
Dordt offers
ample
opportunities
for vocal experience
in the music department.
In addition to the sn-votce
choir, there are two quartets, two sextets, and a number of soloists who are
taking individual
voice lessons.
The men in choir sing in the Male
Chorus, which gave several
concerts
last fall and will give more soon.
Next year there will be two choirs.
A forty-voice
choir will go on tour,
and a larger choir, although not going
on tour, will offer choral experience
to more students.
This spring the choir will tour in
Canada. Before tour begins, several
concerts will be given in the college
area,
The first concert on tour will be
given Tuesday, April 2, in Prinsburg,
Minnesota.
Following
that, concerts
will be given at Winnipeg, Manitoba;
Regina,
Saskatchewan;
Red
Deer,
Neerlandla,
Edmonton,
Calgary,
and
Lethbridge in Alberta;
rManhattl3.n,
Montana;
and in
Holland
Center,
South Dakota.
The buses will return
to Sioux Center on Sa turday,
April
13. A day and a half of tour will
be spent in the Banff National Park
and Lake Louise area, considered by
some to be the most beautiful
scenic
area in North America.
The school year ends
with
the
Choir Festival, which is held annuallv in the Sioux Center
Auditorium.
The- festival features choirs and bands
from Christian high schools in. several
states and from Dordt.
Dordt's
choir meets four days a
week. The music is varied; this year
it Includes "Gloria" by Vivaldi, Billing's
"Easter Anthem,"
edited by
Robert Shaw, a Negro spiritual,
"I
Stood by the River of Jordan,"
and
the familiar "Lamb of God" by F.
M~1ius Christiansen.
This year iMr-. Grotenhuis is experimenting with a quartet style arrangement. Each section
alternates
with
the opposite section so that each row
from front to back forms a mixed
quartet.
This arrangement
improves
resonance and blend.
In addition
to 'being
enjoyable,
choir is educational.
Members learn
much about musical compositions and
the qualities of a good choral singer.
Consider the vocal music department
;:l~ .n-r-tt
when
choosing
the college
y111 will attend.

• • •

Th8 new stereo
vldcs oppcrtunities

Iisfening room pronot only for music

Meyer

students but for all students at Dordt.
This room
is equipped
with
four
turntables,
stereo earphones,
and a
limited but growing
record library.
Besides the listening room, the Music
bul ldlng provides
many
other keynotes.
The choral room, painted in shades
of yellow and orange, has excellent
acoustics both for practicing
and recording; floor-length draperies on either side of the room aid in obtaining
acoustical
variation;
the band room
offers similar musical facilities.
Six practice rooms, teacher offices,
ensemble rooms, choral and band libraries, an instrumental
repair room,
and a classroom are also in the, music
wing
of the
Music-Administration
building.
Compartments
in the main entrance
are provided for each student's use. In
these are kept books and music during the day or week.
To the left of the main entrance is
the administration
wing of the building. Located here are the offices .of
President
Haan, Dean Ribbens,
and
Mr. Boersma, business manager,
in
this wing else ere the general office
and the office workroom.

• • •

Noteworthy
-John

-

The Band
Hilbelink

John is a sophomore from Cedar
Grove. Wisconsin.
In the f~ll of 1961, Dordt College
formed its own band.
Although the
band was small, the comments on its
first performance
were laudatory.
Under the supervision of Mr. Grotenhuls,
auditions
were
made
and
questionnaires
were sent to prospective
students;
thus
anothergroup
was formed to make up Dordt's second
concert band.
This year the band has performed
music from the baroque
to the contemporary.
Band concerts included
selections
from Sousa's repertory
of
marches,
an arrangement
for trumpet trio and band, music of Handel,
Humperdink,
and Bach.
At present
the 'band is' rehearsing
the mighty
"Maestoso" by Vierne rand an "Organ
Concerto" by Handel.
As a band member, a student
is
not limited to band alone.
A brass
choir has performed arrangements
like
the "Grand
'March"
from
Verdi's
Aida.
A new group, the chamber
band, 15 pres-ently practicing
e number which will be performed
as an
accompaniment
to the choir.
In the
past two years, the band has demons-rated notable progress.
And as our
m'l<::i; library
and other
resources
eontinue to grow. the' r',~",d for mere
instrumen talists will incr1:)se.

Chess Club members are encouraged in the art 'Of playing the "game of
kings."
Meetings
are held
every
three weeks in the home of 'Mr. Stanley Boertje.
The Drama Club, recently organized as the Thalians. is sponsored by
Mr. Lathers, Instructor
in
'Speech.
The casts for Dordt dramatic productions are chosen from the club membership.
Supervised
by
Professor
Ted
Sjoerdsma, the Math Club meets biweekly to discuss peculiarities
in the
field of mathematics.
The largest club in the college, and
the only service organization,
is the
Pep Club, which attempts to engender
esprit de corps.
The Pre-sem Club meets bi-weekly
under the leadership of President
B.
J. Haan.
The Science Club works
with scientific problems, and the Literary Club is presently
reading
contemporary drama.

Sclentechnlc
-Ken
Vande Griend
Note: "Scientechnic" reviews developments in science. Ken is a
freshman from Sheldon. Iowa.
In 1955 a small college by the name
of Dordt was born. Through the gifts
and prayers of many Christian communities: this college grew, and it is
still growing
today.
Students
who
had fai th in Dordt as a branch of
God's kingdom enabled it to present
God-centered
education - education
that links general and special revelation.
The early
science department
at
Dordt
included
courses in. biology,
chemistry, and physics, all of which
were taught by one man.
Now Mr.
'Marvin De Young teaches courses in
organic and inorganic chemistry, and
physics; Mr. Stanley Boertje teaches
biology, zoology, and anatomy.
Mr. Boertje and' 'Mr. De Young have
also prepared a prospectus of courses
that will allow students to major in
the sciences.
There will 'be thirty or
more hours offered in both biology
and chemistry.
Dr. Russell Maatman, who is coming to Dordt from the University
of
Mississippi,
will conduct several research seminars in addition to some
less highly specialized -courses.
With the consistent acquisition
of
cu alified instructors.
scientific equipm-nt. students,
and state-wide
prestiae, the expansion
of present faci lities Is inevitable
and imminent.
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My First Week At Dordt
-Deanna
Note: Deanna is a freshman
Renville,
Minnesota.

-La
Verne Rens
Note: "Spectrum" usually evaluafes an aspect of the political Sit4
uation.
La Verne is a freshman
from Hull. Iowa.
When you are still a senior in high
school, it is not mandatory
for you to
decide upon a definite vacation. However, by that time you know quite
well where
your talents
lie.
You
should also know whether college is
necessary for the fulfillment
01 your
plans, and if so, you should project
a reast'ble program for yourself.

For those of you who are undecided as to what you want, the faculty
at Dordt will extend its services. We
GTe instructed
to call upon our God
and meditate
about such important
matters
as this, but that does not
authorize us to be physically
passive.
We should talk to parents, teachers,
and business
and professional people
on this tonic.
You need not necessarily see a p sychjatrlst, but you could take a Drp.c~rence test to see where yonr inclinati -ns point, and in what fields your
abilities are dominant.
The instructors
here at Dordt are
interested in your future.
If you en-

from

When I came to college, I felt that
no one could. be quite as scared or
quite as green as 1. It encouraged
me not a little to discover that my
feelings were shared by many fellow
freshmen.
I had one distinct advantage
over
many of the others, however.
I lived
with sophomores:
five 01 that wise
and cunning breed.
They gave me
handy advice like "Everything
will
be all right if you just follow the Instructions they sent you," and "Whatever you do, don't take biology!"
It was during the first week that
I got my first experience
of standing
in line to eat.
The food line proved
to be a perfect place to get acqualrited 'with kids from al l over our hemisphere-from
places like Hull, Iowa;
Orange
City, Iowa; Sheldon,
Iowa;
Sanborn, Iowa; and Canada. This was
also the place where the first discus-

joy the otological sciences, Ior example, a discussion with your instructor
may reveal the. many vocations available to you, from florist to mortician.
If you can not solve the problem
of choosing a career yourself, Dcrd t
will do much to help' you. After all,
that is one of the many specialized
purposes of a Christian college.

Ledeboer
sions were held.
Main topics in the
conversations
were places one lived,
courses one had,and
the professors.
One of the best things about college, I soon discovered, was the greater degree of independence
one has
in comparison with high school days.
There were some restrictions, such as
curfew,
and some big assignments,
but somehow they didn't seem so bad
when everyone
was doing the, same.
It was during my first week, also,
that I decided 'I had been
wise in
choosing Dordt.
I had wondered
before, but then I knew.
The campus
was pleasing, the atmosphere was the
friendliest
I had encountered
anywhere, and being away from home
wasn't quite as bad as I had Imagined.
In short, the sociability-not
only
of the other students, but also of the
people of Sioux Center-the
independence gained, and the new acquaintances made outweighed
my homesickness, as well as my dislike for
e ar.lv. early
classes end late, late
studying.

............................................................................... :..•..•
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-JoAnn
Salomons
Note: "Diagonal" presents ligh.t
satires on campus life. Jo Ann is
from Lacombe, Alberta.
(Nolan
Vander Ark, a sophomore
from
Hull. Iowa, usually edits this col.
umn.)

Buz-z-z! Buz-z-z! The rude
rasp of
an alarm abruptly
a woke Dart,
an
Illustrious college student.
After the spletter lng of toothpaste,
fighting over the l ave tcry, searching
for "that green sweater you know
which one I me-an," trying
to shave
an unruly heard,
and a mad dash,
Dart hastily slid down the staircase,
stumbled out into the biting air and
I'3.ndown the icy avenue
toward
the

campus.
Breakfast was

superb:

well-toasted toast,

hard

cold

cereal,

hard-boiled

eggs, one glass of milk, and a sip
of juice.
Two minutes
le ter was the firsthour class and Dart was having dlfIieulty locating his books. Spying a
book in the lounge, he thought, "This
book looks like it could belong to
me; I'll take it!" With that he snatched it and rushed down the hall to
Room 12. Upon entering
the
lit
room, he discovered
a motion was
being made "that there be no class
because of the absence of the profes-

sor,"

Several
students
walked
out, and
upon
encountering
the
prof,
were
herded sheepishly back into the room.
At the end of the lecture, the class
was, dismissed.
Dart moseyed
over
to the lounge, lit a mooched cigarette
and sprawled
out on a couch in an
attempt to catch forty winks.
Later,
his group clattered down to the Commons for unfrosted
brownies,
(the
frosted ones come out at 9:30, not
8:45), coffee, pop, end candy bars.
Two hours later, Dart had another
class-the
class in which he and a
buddy sat in the back row and shoved their desks together to play "word
construcflon."
After successfully making 73 words out of anfidisestabfishmenfarfanism,
he went to dinnerpardon me, lunch.
After lunch, Dart went up to the
lounge for an after-dinner
snooze in a
restful
atmosphere
where no scheming, noisy boys confer and, where no
giggling girls chatter.
At 3 PJM. he decided that he might
as' well go to the library
to catch
up on the sports page, as the musically inclined strutted out for choir practice.
Finally,
finally,
dinner. time came.
After standing
in the usual
l-o-n-g
line-up
for thirty-three
minutes,
he
had his tray filled.
There was nothing to do after suppar-e-Dart
couldn't
play
ping-pong,
volley ball, or skate, so he went over
to Marv's to shoot a game of pool.
Shortly
after
curfew
he decided
that he might as well turn in.
So
ended another exciting,
eventful,
action-packed dav.
(Described
above is the one-year
elimination
course, which is an option, and which several students elect
each year.)
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-Sandra
L. Willamson
Note:
"Touchstone" usually reviews significant books.
Sandra
is a freshman from
Tiverton,
R. I.: she is a member of the
Orthodox Presbyterian
Church.
Only a short time ago I was a perplexed high school student. _ Convinced that I ought to continue my education, I was equipped for such a step
with only negligible
funds and, conversely, with great doubts concerning
what college to attend.
Besides "an
institution
with scholastic
qualifications, I 'was seeking a school that was
founded
for God's glory and upon
Hls Word.
A Christian banner and a
warm, friendly atmosphere were prerequisites.
A college so large that
the teachers have no personal contact
with their pupils, and in which most
of one's classmates remain strangers,
did not appeal to me. And let others
trust themselves to instruction by wily
atheists
or suave liberals
if they
chose; as for me, I wanted
to be
taught by God-fearing men.
Yet it seemed nearly impossible to
find a school that would meet all
these requirements
and at the same
time be within my financial means.
Then one summer, during a visit to
Iowa, I learned about Dordt College.
God had not ignored my needs, nor
those of other young Christians who
were eager to learn, but particular
about the source and quality of their
instruction.
This Reformed
institution was the answer to my prayers.
Today I am a happy college student.
Dordt has fulfilled every expectation
of the demanding high-schocler I was;
and Dordt has offered
even more
good things.
I have not regretted
the choice that I made.
Whereas I
may sometimes join others in advocating 'this or that improvement,
as
Dordt expands and matures, I do not
cease to think of our college .as God's
gracious
provision
for the needs of
Christian young people like me.

DORDT 'ART DISPLAYED

Lunch Time in the Commons

Mrs. WilHam Lother s teaches the
art courses at Dordt.
Those taking
art are mainly sophomore
education
students.
During the first semester
the art classes concentrated
on methods and techniques of art for elementary teaching.
There was recently
an art display
near the library showing examples of
the students' work.
The display contained work in 'water color, paper mosaics, paper sculpture, crayon etching,
and cray-on resist.
Mrs. Lathers said that this semester
the classes will concentrate
more on
crafts and drawing.
Next spring she
plan to have the students
do some
side sketches.
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Athletes' Feats
Noie:
This column on Dcrdf
sports is written by Leroy Plasier
of Sioux Center.
With the season two thirds gone,
the Dordt Defenders
are sporting
a
8-6 record.
In conference .play the
record stands at 3-3 after the team
dropped a one-point decision to Fort
Dodge on January Z2. With two conference zames remaining, one with
Webster City J. C. and another with
Waldorf
J. C" the Defenders
must

tally one more, conference win to 'become

eligible

for

the

conference

tournament at Webster City.
On January 18 the Defenders traveled to Westmar to playa preliminary
eame with the Westmar "B" squad.
They eked out a two-point
victory
68-66. The Defenders
displayed'
a
balanced
attack
against
Westmar
with INorm Prins
scoring 2'0 points
and Alden Altena getting
16. Kuck
of Westmar
scored 18 to lead the
rival attack.
After the win over Westmar
the
'Defenders
suffered
two consecutive
setbacks.
The first was a stinging
one-point loss to Fort Dodge.
The
Defenders had possession of the ball
with six seconds to play, but a shot
by Prins with three seconds sti Il showing on the dock, did not go through,
and Fort Dodge gained final possessian.
Prins headed the scoring with
18, followed by Altena with 13.
On January 28, the Defenders dropped a second conference
decision to
Estherville '71-67. Failure to convert
one-and-one free throw situations and
g-ain possession
of the ball in the
last minutes
precluded
a Defender
victory.
Thursday
January 31, the Defenders played' host to the Westmar HB"
squad.
Dcrdt took a close one 56~55
on Attena's two free throws with five
seconds left. Faber hit for 19.

Tuesday,
VARIED

-Lee

Everyone
must enter thr-ee of the
team events and two individual events
to meet his physic-al education
re~
quirement.
Also,
each student must
attend a minimum of eignt evening
class sessions, which will rbe tnstructions in the sports of that season.
There will be a track team this
spring.
Practice will begin as soon
as weather
permits.
Dordt
has a
standing
invitation
to the 'I'rojsn
Relays,
held at Worthington.
every
spring, and an attempt
to schedule
more competition
will be made. This
is an addition to the athletic program
that will become a regular
department.
There is also a proposal being considered to 'bring baseball to the' campus next spring.
The deciding factor
will be whether. intercollegiate
competition can be scheduled..
If a schedule can be established
this spring,
baseball will then become a part of
the athletic program.
With these additions 'Dordt 'Will need men to fill
out the te-am rosters..
In .the coming year Dordt College
will become a four-year college. This
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SPORTS AT DORDT\
Archery
Badminton
Basketball
Bawling
Chess
Dear h urrting
FJ'ashbalI
Golf
Ice skating
Ping pong
Polo
Shuffleboard
Tl'ack
Volleyball

l

I

presents a problem in the athletic dep artment:
whether
to continue
athle tics on a junior college level for
another
year, or to enter four-year
college
competition.
The
answer
depends
on whether Dordt can gain
a physical
education
instructor
to
te-ach these courses.
The administration assures us that we will have
the man for the job.

•

NEW P, E. PROGRAM
Physical education will take on a
new
form
next
semester-s-a
form
more desirable,
perhaps,
far those
who do not enjoy the routine of regular physical education classes. Th-ere
will be a number
of team events
and individual
events' which students
can enter.
Some of the te-am events which will
be sponsored are bowling, softballindoors
or 'Outdoors, depending
on
weather
and volleyball-unmixed
teams.
There will also be basketball,
flash ball, and polo.
These are the
team events.
'The individual
events include badminton, ping-pong, table shuffleboard,
and
tennis.
(Tennis
is tentatively
planned;
courts ar-e in the planning
stage, to be laid out near the dormitories.)
The bowling
competition
will be
held at the local bowling alley. Cost
will be 25c a line with" free shoes.

February

Prins Goes High for the Rebound

